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Abstract: Ethnic, religious, cultural and ideological and political diversity of societies in the Balkan Peninsula have repeatedly led to armed 

conflicts and various forms of political violence in the past. Similar turmoils are evident so far, and it is highly unlikely that they would be absent 

in the future. For that reason, the geospatial of the Balkans is symbolically called the "powder keg". An additional security challenge is certainly 

the global forced migration that this georegia is faced with after 2015, which has also increased the fears of governments and citizens against 

refugee terrorism. In this regard, the aim of this paper is to point out that the fear of "Islamist terrorism" of migrants is unjustified, while at the 

same time extremist groups and radicalized individuals who have been present for years in the Balkans and who were resorting, who resort now 

and will probably resort to some forms of political violence in the future, are marginalized. 
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1. Introduction 

The Balkan Peninsula is a geographical area located in the south 

eastern part of Europe. It is bounded by the rivers Danube and Sava, 

the Mediterranean Sea, the Black Sea, the Sea of Marmara, the 

Aegean Sea, the Ionian Sea and the Adriatic Sea. It covers an area of 

about 470,000 km² and almost completely coincides with the region 

known as Southeast Europe. The territories of Montenegro, 

Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania and Bulgaria belong 

entirely to this region, whereas the territories of Serbia, Croatia, 

Slovenia, Greece, Italy, Romania and Turkey more or less belong to it 

(Zoltan, 2007; Lampe, 2014; Svob, 2001).1 

Unlike the above geographical term, the term "Western Balkans" 

represents the Western political jargon that came into existence with 

the breakup of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. It used to 

refer to the part of the territory of the Balkan Peninsula according to 

the following formula: "the former Republics of the SFRY minus 

Slovenia plus Albania". Therefore, the Western Balkans is a 

geographical region consisting of Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, 

Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania.  

Apart from ethnic and religiously motivated hatred which 

represents an etiological constant that keeps bringing new tensions 

and conflicts back to life (Zbigniew, 1997)2, this region is 

characterized by considerable migrations, both from the East towards 

the Western Balkans, as well as from the Balkans towards the West 

and the North (Mijalkovic, 2009). From the aspect of potential 

conflicts, by far the most important migrations occurred in the 1990s 

(emigration - the departure of citizens of former SFRY Republics 

abroad and immigration - the arrival of Mujahideen, terrorists of Al 

Qaeda and other mercenaries from abroad to the Western Balkans) as 

                                                           

1 The paper is the result of the scientific research project entitled The 

Development of Institutional Capacities, Standards and Procedures for 
Combating Organized Crime and Terrorism in the Conditions of International 

Integration. The Project is funded by the Ministry in charge of Science in the 

Republic of Serbia (No. 179045), and it has been realized by the Academy of 
Criminalistic and Police Studies in Belgrade (2011−2019). The project 

manager is prof. Saša Mijalković, PhD.  
2
 For example, Brzezinski refers to the conflict areas in Euroasia as the 

Eurasian Balkans” 

well as at the beginning of 2015 (as a result of armed conflicts in 

Syria) (Mijalkovic, 2016). 

More precisely, migrations are a global phenomenon, whereas the 

geographical region of the Balkans is an integral part of the world's 

migration routes. In the World Migration Report 2018, published by 

the International Organization for Migration, there are estimates that 

in 2009 there were about 740 million internal migrants in the world; 

that in 2015 there were about 244 million international migrants; that 

in 2016 there were about 40 million internally displaced persons and 

about 25 million refugees. Of this, about 75 million migrants live in 

Europe, of which about 40 million were born in Europe (the so-called 

second and third-generation migrants).3 It is estimated that between 

15 million and 30 million people have the status of an illegal migrant 

worldwide, and that only during 2016 about 2.5 million migrants 

were subject to smuggling worldwide.4 The law of large numbers 

suggests that it is possible to hide terrorists among migrants, and that 

those who transit through the territory of the Western Balkans are 

here precisely to commit terrorist attacks. This, along with 

unintentional, but also some tendentious statements by many 

European politicians and radical right-wing politicians, created an 

unreasonable panic and fear among Europeans who see terrorists in 

all migrants. 

In this regard, the aim of this paper is to show, through a modest 

analysis of possible crisis hot spots and conflict areas, who the 

potential terrorists and bearers of similar forms of political violence 

are, as well as to contribute to the "breaking" of prejudices that these 

are migrants. 

Finally, the authors also have the need to point out that the entire 

scientific institutes and scientific research projects have been devoted 

to research of this type, and that they are aware of the modesty of the 

results and conclusions that will be presented in this paper, whose 

goal is ambitiously set. Therefore, they did not engage in more 

detailed and comprehensive critical and comparative analyses of 

statistical data and other more detailed indicators of the phenomena 

that are the subject of the research, but have rather tried to draw new 

                                                           

3 World Migration Report 2018, International Organization for Migration, 

Geneva, 2018, p. 2, 21, 67. 
4 The Global Study on Smuggling of Migrants 2018, United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime, New York, 2018, p. 5. 
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conclusions on the relationship between migration and terrorism 

through cluster analysis of commonly known facts and events.5 

2. Contemporary and potential terrorism and 

conflicts in the Western Balkans 

The Western Balkans has been considerably exposed to terrorism 

in recent decades. According to the criterion of the ethnicity of 

terrorists, the most noticeable was the terrorism of Albanian 

extremists. In terms of their religious beliefs, it was the terrorism of 

radical Islamists (primarily Albanian extremists, Islamists in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, Wahhabi and jihadists) (Mijalkovic & Bajagic, 

2015). 

In the following part of the paper, we present the most significant 

prevented terrorist intentions as well as terrorist attacks (all of which 

had their epilogues in court, or the trial is on-going ( Cvorovic, 2013 

)). More precisely, there were examples of terrorism and terrorist 

attempts6: 

− in the Republic of Serbia, namely, in the area of the 

Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, during the 

1990s, as well as in the south of central Serbia (the Preševo 

Valley - the regions of Bujanovac, Preševo and Medveđa) at 

the beginning of the 2000s, the terrorist actions were 

carried out by Albanian extremists.7 Apart from that, in the 

police actions carried out in 2007 in the vicinity of Novi 

Pazar, 16 Wahhabis were arrested. These were the members 

of the terrorist group that planned terrorist attacks on police 

facilities and people, Mufti Zukorlic, the football stadium in 

Novi Pazar, and to government institutions and foreign 

embassies in Belgrade. Some of them were arrested in a 

police operation in the Ninaji Mountains, where armed 

conflicts with terrorists occurred, when a terrorist leader 

was killed, and a large quantity of weapons and explosives 

was confiscated. Their connection with ideological like-

minded people in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Macedonia, Georgia and Syria has been proven;  

− in Montenegro in 2016 a group of 14 people (from Serbia, 

Montenegro and Russia) was arrested, on suspicion of 

planning terrorist attacks and the violent coup during the 

presidential election. In 2018, a Montenegrin threw an 

explosive device at the United States Embassy in 

Podgorica, and then committed suicide by activating 

another explosive device; 

− in Bosnia and Herzegovina (the Republic of Srpska and the 

Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina), the first attack 

took place in 1995 in Banovići, when an UNPROFOR 

officer disappeared and was killed, and the second in 1997 

in Mostar, when a car bomb was activated. Both attacks 

were linked to Al Qaeda members in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. In Kostajnica near Konjic, an Islamist fanatic 

killed three members and wounded one member of the 

Serbian family on Christmas Eve in 2002; in 2008 an 

explosive device in the FIS shopping mall was activated in 

Vitez; a group of radical Islamists activated an explosive in 

                                                           

5 In this paper, the authors relied on the numerous results of personal research 
carried out within the framework of the scientific research project mentioned 

at the beginning of the paper. 
6 The analysis was based on the author's personal records that were generated 
by monitoring and investigating the phenomenon of terrorism  
7 We talk about a large number of terrorist activities that have been described 

in the so-called White Book of the Government of the Republic of Serbia: 
Albanian Terrorism and Organized Crime in Kosovo and Metohija, 

Government of the Republic of Serbia, Belgrade, 2003 

a police station in Bugojno in 2010; next - in 2011, a radical 

Wahhabis started shooting towards the US Embassy in 

Sarajevo; another radical Wahhabis attacked a police station 

in Zvornik in 2015; that same year, one more radical 

Wahhabis in Rajilovac killed two members of the armed 

forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Besides, the security 

forces arrested several groups of radical Islamists who 

planned terrorist attacks not only across Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, but also in Europe. The most famous arrests ( 

Cvorovic, 2016 ) of radical Islamists were in Sarajevo: in 

2007 (4 Islamists who planned terrorist attacks on several 

targets in Europe and at the American Embassy in Sarajevo) 

in 2008 (a group of Islamists planning attacks on EUFOR 

units, the facilities and staff of the Government of the 

Republic of Srpska, the Catholic Church and the Armed 

Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina); in 2015 (11 persons 

linked to the terrorist organization ISIL) as well as in 2018 

(two radical Islamists who were preparing terrorist attacks 

at the State Investigation and Protection Agency (SIPA) in 

East Sarajevo and the police headquarters in Tuzla); 

− in Croatia in 1995 radical Islamists linked to Al Qaeda and 

the Egyptian terrorist organization carried out a terrorist 

attack by activating a car bomb in Rijeka (the person who 

committed suicide was a citizen of Kuwait). Otherwise, as a 

member of the European Union and NATO, Croatia fears 

global Islamic terrorism, but it also fears possible attacks by 

Islamist terrorists from the territory of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, whose targets would be Croats and Serbs; 

− in Macedonia, terrorist attacks were carried out by the 

Albanian terrorist organization National Liberation Army 

during 2001; a group of Albanian terrorists from Kosovo 

and Metohija who were active in the vicinity of Tetovo in 

2007; a group of Albanian extremists who killed five 

Macedonians in Smiljkovci, during civil riots and conflicts 

between Macedonians and Albanians in 2012; the terrorist 

National Liberation Army that claimed responsibility for 

attacking the government building in Skopje with rockets in 

2014; a terrorist organization, the Kosovo Liberation Army, 

which in 2015 attacked a police station in the village of 

Gošnice near Lipak; a terrorist organization from Kosovo 

and Metohija that in 2015 infiltrated the territory of 

Kumanovo, as well as unknown terrorists who activated 

explosive devices in the center of Kumanovo the same year; 

− when it comes to Albania, the Former Prime Minister Sali 

Beriša in the official media appearance in early 2017 

acknowledged that Albania had assisted Albanian terrorists 

in Kosovo and Metohija by supplying them with weapons, 

among other things. Most of the weapons originated from 

military warehouses that were allegedly robbed (and 

actually opened for terrorists) during civil riots (the so-

called "big anarchy") in Albania in 1997.8 So, there is no 

terrorism in Albania, but Albania was an exporter and a 

sponsor of terrorism. 

Therefore, based on this brief overview of terrorism in the recent 

history of the Western Balkans, as well as on the brief account of the 

"conflicts of civilizations" - interethnic and interreligious tensions, 

one can conclude that the following geographical regions are the so-

                                                           

8 See more in: „SALjI BERIŠA PRIZNAO: Albanija naoruţavala teroriste 

OVK“, www.novosti.rs/vesti/naslovna/drustvo/aktuelno.290.html:658453-
SALjI-BERISA-PRIZNAO-Albanija-naoruzavala-teroriste-OVK , April 3rd, 

2017. (visited on August 15th 2018). 
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called "tipping points", i.e. places of potential conflicts that may 

result in terrorism or certain armed violence: 

−  Kosovo and Metohija, which, as the "empire" of organized 

crime and terrorism in Europe, does not want to recognize 

the authority of the Republic of Serbia and at all costs 

strives towards statehood and independence from the 

Republic of Serbia. Finally, Al Qaeda's cells are also 

present in Kosmet, which would be put into the function of 

extreme Albanians (Sikora)
9
;  

−  Preševo valley in the Republic of Serbia (municipalities 

Bujanovac, Preševo and Medveđa) which is an integral part 

of the ideological-separatist project called the Great 

Albania, and now the so-called Great Kosovo (by annexing 

the Valley to the so-called Republic of Kosovo);  

−  Raška region in the Republic of Serbia (the so-called 

Sandţak, with its centres in Novi Pazar, Sjenica and Tutin) 

is a tipping point according to two grounds: firstly, radical 

Muslims (who call themselves Bosnians) tend to have 

certain autonomy in relation to the republican government; 

secondly, radical Wahhabis strive for a certain autonomy, 

referring to religious rights;  

−  the Northern part of Montenegro (Plav, Petnjica and Roţaje 

with the surrounding area) and the coastal area (the regions 

of Bar and Ulcinj) may be endangered by the activities of 

destructive Wahhabis and tekfiri, which would seek some 

sort of own or common autonomy with Wahhabis in Serbia 

and Bosnia and Herzegovina; 

−  parts of west, south and south-west region of Montenegro 

which rely on Albania and Kosovo and Metohija have also 

been a part of the separatist project of the Great Albania, so 

the separatist activities of the extreme Albanians are 

possible;  

−  Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina is threatened by 

radical Wahhabis who strive towards certain autonomy 

(Bajagic, 2015; Hamad 2007; Hecimovic, 2009; Sindler, 

2009; Azinovic, 2007);  

−  Croatia is currently not endangered by anyone. Although 

there is public opinion that Croatia might be threatened by 

Islamic terrorism, turned especially against Croats and 

Serbs, or against state institutions, such a scenario is 

possible, but highly unlikely.  

− Republic of Albania is also not threatened by any form of 

political violence, and there is also no indication that 

something like that might happen in the near future.
10

 

Thus, the experience of the Western Balkan countries with 

terrorism is known. At the same time, it is clear which geographical 

regions of these countries are particularly "tipping" - potentially 

conflicting. The situation is further complicated by the mass 

migrations that this region has been facing over the past several years. 

                                                           

9 In 1995, Shiptar terrorists from Kosmet met Osama bin Laden, when an 

agreement was reached regarding logistic and financial aid to Al Qaeda and 
the formation of Al Qaeda cells in Kosovo and Metohija Albanian Terrorism 

and Organized Crime in Kosovo and Metohija, Government of the Republic of 

Serbia, Belgrade, 2003, pp. 26−28, 40. 
10 The analysis was based on the author's personal records that were generated 

by monitoring and investigation of the phenomenon of terrorism. 

 

3. Contemporary migrations and possible terrorism and 

conflicts 

One can doubtlessly conclude that the fear of migrant-terrorists is 

excessive, but not groundless. Namely, only in 2016, more than half a 

million illegal border crossings were registered, and in 2015 more 

than 1,100,000 migrants illegally entered the territory of the European 

Union. Almost all these migrants were smuggled by organized crime 

groups.11 At the same time, the biggest fear of terrorism in Europe is 

currently associated with terrorists of Al Qaeda and ISIL, who can 

immigrate or be smuggled into European countries. They are most 

often considered one and the same, although these are not partner 

organizations.  

 Namely, Al Qaeda is a global Islamist network of terrorists, 

but also numerous followers and fans of its ideology (supporters who 

are never officially recruited in the Al Qaeda terrorist network but 

blinded by its ideology are carrying out terrorist attacks and the so-

called "white Al Qaeda" - Islamists who were born in the West, 

recruited by Al Qaeda). The Al Qaeda ideology is drawn from the 

tendentious and malicious interpretation of the Quran and other 

Islamic holy books, and the crimes are allegedly committed "in the 

name and for the glory of Allah." Their goal is to create Islamic states 

wherever Muslims live, as well as victory in the fight against cultural 

domination and the influence of the global West on the Islamic world 

(Mijalkovic, 2018 ). 

 Islamic State (ISIS − Islamic State of Iraq and Syria; ISIL − 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant; IS − Islamic State) is a 

geographical region that encompasses parts of Iraq and Syria, which, 

from the beginning of 2014, was under the control of militant Sunni 

fundamentalists - Salafists, who declared (otherwise unrecognized) 

statehood. In the middle of the same year, a caliphate was proclaimed, 

in which there is no place for Christians, Jesuits and Shiites, 

according to whom war crimes and genocide are committed. ISIS 

followers are present in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Morocco, Algeria, 

Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Nigeria, the Philippines, the 

Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the self-proclaimed 

Republic of Kosovo. ISIS initially collaborated with Al Qaeda, which 

would later lead to misunderstandings, due to which Al Qaeda 

demanded the disintegration of ISIS. 

From the point of view of emigration, it is interesting that the 

areas of the main points of Al Qaeda and ISIL are significant 

"emigration reservoirs". Namely, among the first 20 countries in the 

world that people mostly emigrate from, Syria is on the ninth place 

(5.5 million emigrants since the beginning of the conflict), 

Afghanistan at the eleventh place (2.5 million emigrants). At the same 

time, there is no single country from the Western Balkans on the list 

of the top 20 countries to which people mostly immigrate in 

worldwide.12 The reasons for the emigration are clear - armed 

conflicts and fear for personal security; the reasons for non-

immigration to the countries of the Western Balkans are also clear - a 

low standard of living. For this reason, many migrants from the 

territory of Syria and Iraq are actually only in transit through the 

                                                           

11 SOCTA 2017 – European Union Serious and Organized Crime Threat 
Assessment – Crime at the Age of Technology, European Police Office, The 

Hague, 2017, p. 49. 
12 World Migration Report 2018, p. 19, 33. The situation is the same when it 
comes to the list of 20 countries in the world that are the top destination of 

(potential) migrants. See p. 176 of the Report. 
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territories of the countries of the Western Balkans, without the 

intention of inhabiting it permanently.13 

In general, routes of migrant refugees from the Asian region, 

primarily from the areas of Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, which are 
significant from the aspect of the Western Balkans, are: 

 by land: Turkey – Bulgaria – Serbia; 

 by land: Turkey – Greece – Macedonia – Serbia; 

 by land: Turkey – Greece – Albania – Serbia (Kosovo and 

Metohija); 

 furthermore, generally, there are five migration directions 

from Serbia: towards Romania, towards Hungary, towards 

Croatia, towards Bosnia and Herzegovina and towards 

Montenegro, depending on the direction from which 

migrants arrived in Serbia and where they are headed (from 

Croatia to Slovenia or Hungary; from Bosnia and 

Herzegovina through Croatia to Slovenia or Hungary); 

 by land: Turkey – Greece – Albania – Montenegro, then 

from Montenegro towards Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

or towards Croatia; 

 by sea: Turkey − the Aegean Sea – Greece, then by land on 

one of the mentioned routes; 

 by sea: Syria or Turkey – the Mediterranean Sea − Italy, 

Malta, not so often to France or Spain, or less frequently to 

Montenegro and Croatia, then further by land on one of the 

mentioned routes; 

 by sea: Egypt – the Mediterranean Sea − Greece, then by 
land on one of the mentioned routes. 

However, not all immigrants can reach the desired destinations. 

The restrictive immigration policies of Western European countries 

(the so-called "non-welcome" policy, "barbed wire" policy, 

"xenophobia" policy, etc.) have influenced migration considerably 

slowing down, and to a certain extent, shutting down the external 

borders of the European Union (Mijalković, 2016). This meant that 

migrants had to spend some time in shelters and asylum centers in the 

countries of the Western Balkans. That is why the fear of refugee 

terrorism has risen unjustly because "migrants have become more 

visible for the citizens of the Western Balkans". 

Therefore, the general conclusion is that the territory of the 

Western Balkans, generally speaking, is not a desirable destination for 

life even of the many who are born there (and who are trying to 

legally or illegally emigrate), let alone migrants from faraway 

countries. More specifically, the Western Balkans is primarily an 

"emigration reservoir" for the countries of the West, the same as the 

Asian countries in which wars and conflicts are raging. At the same 

time, compared to emigrants from Asian countries, the Western 

Balkans is primarily a "transit zone" to the countries of the global 

West.14 

In this regard, it is highly unlikely that a significant number of 

refugee migrants will be settled in the Western Balkans, and even less 

likely for them to do so in order to carry out terrorist attacks there. It 

is more likely that terrorists from the Syrian, Afghan, or Iraqi 

countries will target the geographical region of the Western Balkans 

as a separate task, with the sole purpose of committing terrorist acts. 

In this regard, it is not impossible for terrorists to infiltrate into the 

                                                           

13 Compare: Serbia after closing the Balkan route, Humanitarian Center for 

Intergration and Tolerance, Novi Sad, 2017, pp. 22−26; SOCTA 2017 – 

European Union Serious and Organized Crime Threat Assessment – Crime at 
the Age of Technology, 49. 
14 Compare: World Migration Report 2018, p. 71. 

columns of migrants, but none of these scenarios have so far 

(fortunately) happened (Mijalkovic, 2016).15 

4. Conclusion 

By means of a deductive analysis of the allegations from the 

previous parts of this paper, it can be concluded that (potential) 

terrorists, or bearers of other forms of political violence in the 

Western Balkans are: extreme Albanians from the territory of Kosovo 

and Metohija, Bujanovac, Preševo and Medveđa, from certain parts 

of Montenegro and Macedonia; the so-called security forces of the so-

called Republic of Kosovo (mostly former members of terrorist 

organizations) that would enforce the decisions of the highest pseudo-

state organs (most of them former leaders of the Kosovo Liberation 

Army); radicalized Muslims (Islamists) from the Raška region of 

Serbia, parts of Montenegro and Macedonia relying on Albania and 

Kosovo and Metohija, the Republic of Srpska and the Federation of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina; Wahhabis from the area of Raška region in 

Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina; Mujahideen in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to a lesser extent in Kosovo and 

Metohija; "Al Qaeda operatives" in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo 

and Metohija, Raška region and Macedonia; the so-called White Al 

Qaida, from the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and 

Metohija, the Raška region and Macedonia; the so-called European 

ISIL, from the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and 

Metohija, Raška region and Macedonia; the so-called foreign terrorist 

fighters from Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, 

Macedonia and Croatia; migrants, which is not theoretically 

impossible, but that has not happened so far. 

From the presented list of proven and confirmed terrorists and 

bearers of other forms of political violence, it is most unlikely that a 

migrant would be found in that role. However, if something has not 

happened up to now, it does not mean that it is not impossible. 

So, if refugee's terrorism is taken into account, and if a migrant is 

taken as the criterion of the risk analysis of terrorism, then we 

conclude that it is possible to find the following groups in the role of 

terrorists: immigrants "from the last century" - participants in armed 

conflicts throughout the territory of the former SFRY in the 1990s, 

which is very likely; current immigrants or transit migrants 

(foreigners) - members of Al Qaeda or ISIL who are infiltrated into 

convoys of migrants from the East through the territory of the 

Western Balkans, who are headed to Central and Western Europe, or 

intend to settle down on the territory of the Balkan region, which is 

less likely, but not impossible; emigrants-returnees - domestic 

citizens, at the same time foreign terrorist fighters, who are returnees 

from the battlefields in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria or in some 

other country, which is very likely; migrants of the so called second 

or third generation (who were born in Europe, but whose parents or 

grandparents immigrated to Europe in the last century), who have 

become radicalized with some extremist ideology (Al Qaeda, ISIS, 

etc.), which is also likely; 

                                                           

15 Analyses indicate that refugee-migrants were almost not involved in terrorist 

attacks throughout Europe. One of the most famous terrorist attacks took place 

in Paris (suburb of Saint-Denis) on November 13, 2015 (the so-called Paris 
black Friday 13, French 9/11), when 129 people were killed, around 350 

injured and substantial material damage was made. In fact, it is a matter of 

multiple synchronized terrorist attacks in 6 locations (Stad de France National 
Stadium, Bataclan Concert Hall and various catering facilities). Terrorists 

were radical Islamists, who were mostly living in Europe (France, Belgium), 

and only one terrorist was a Syrian citizen. It was established that before this 
event, terrorists had been in Syria, Pakistan and Iraq, where they participated 

in terrorist actions as volunteers and mercenaries. The Islamic State claimed 

responsibility for the attacks and declared that they were "retaliation for 
Syria." The aforementioned Syrian citizen came to France as a migrant 

refugee across the territories of Greece, Macedonia and Serbia. 
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The general conclusion is that the fear of refugees (migrants)-

terrorists from Asia is unjustified, but that this option should in no 

way be ignored or underestimated. At the same time, for countries 

and peoples in the Western Balkans it would be more significant to 

devote themselves to the harmonization of relations, thus contributing 

to the prevention of existing political, ethnic and religious diversities 

and tensions, and thus of the conflicts most likely exhibited as 

terrorism. 
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