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1. Introduction

The education system is a subsystem of the social system, which is
subordinated and integrated into the framework and general
structure of society. The education system, viewed as a whole,
refers fundamentally to the institutional organization of education.
In this sense, the education system includes all the institutions that
aim to achieve some educational objectives. Following some
theoretical investigations, through the analysis of educational policy
documents, we will compare the education system in Romania and
France. The motivation for choosing this theme for analysis was
represented by the numerous similarities between the two education
systems. The analysis criteria of the present study considered the
following criteria: the structure of the education system, educational
policy principles, purposes, costs.

2. The structure of the education system

The Romanian education system includes the following
levels:

e early education (consisting of the pre-school level
(0-3 years) and preschool education (3-6 years);

e lower secondary education (consisting of grades V-
VIII); upon completion of this level, the students
take a National Assessment exam;

e upper secondary education (consisting of grades
IX-XII), having three streams: theoretical,
vocational and technological;, upon completion of
this level, students take the Baccalaureate exam;
professional education (having a minimum duration
of 3 years, the graduates of this type of education
having the opportunity to follow high school
education  courses);  non-university  tertiary
education (includes post-high school, professional
and technical education);

e higher education (consisting of bachelor's, master's
and doctorate studies).

In Romania, education is a national priority (National
Education Law, 2011/2022). The education system has an
open character (it allows the mobility of students through
transfer) and a pluralistic character (the existence of both
public and private schools, the existence of educational
alternatives).

The French education system is structured as follows:

e kindergarten ("Ecole Maternelle”) - from 3 to 6
years old, even if it is optional, almost all children
attend kindergarten. Kindergarten lasts 3 years, the
first stage being called "des apprentissages
premiers" where the child will learn how to
integrate into society. Following that at the
threshold called "Grande Section™ they learn the
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skills necessary to start the primary school "Ecole
Primaire" (reading, writing and elementary notions
of mathematics);

o elementary school ("Ecole elementaire™) - from 6 to
11 years old;

e general school (College) - from 11 to 15 years old,
where students are taught the same subjects;

e high school (15-18 years old) - there are 3 types of
specializations: Language and Literature (L),
Computer Science and Mathematics (S), Economics
and Social Education (ES). Numbering of high
school years: 2nde - Class X 1st - Class XI;
Terminals - Class XII.

The baccalaureate exam starts as early as the 11th "Premiere”
grade, where the French Language and Literature test is
taken, the exam being written and oral. The last exams are
held in the 12th "Terminal” class. An exam that all students
in all majors must take is the Philosophy exam. If the student
does not have a satisfactory grade in this exam, he can opt
for two more subjects to raise his final grade. After
graduating from the baccalaureate, the student has the right
to enter a state or private college.

At the high school level, the French have three categories of
baccalaureate exams: General Baccalaureate - allows the
student to pursue his studies at the university; Technological
Baccalaureate — for continuing studies at higher education
institutions profile; Professional BAC — allows employment
at companies, depending on the chosen profile. The general
BAC and technological BAC exams can be taken after three
years of high school studies, and the professional after two
years.

The final baccalaureate exam is very important for French
students. It is a very rigorous exam. The exam lasts from two
to four days. Almost 30% of those who support it do not
promote it.

e higher education

Students who have passed the baccalaureate exam are
entitled to a free place at the university. There are 77
universities funded by the government. Universities in
France are free for students, however, all students are
required to take an exam at the end of the first year and only
those who pass it have the right to continue higher studies.
The degree of difficulty increases exponentially with the
reputation of each university. Admission to a university is
supported a maximum of two times.

The French educational system is characterized by a strong
central presence of the state in the organization of education.
It is regulated by the Department for National Education,
Higher Education and Research. The state defines the details

YEAR VIII, ISSUE 4, P.P. 146-148 (2023)



INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL "INDUSTRY 4.0"

WEB ISSN 2534-997X; PRINT ISSN 2534-8582

of the curriculum at all levels of education; organizes the
admission procedure for teachers, defines the content,
recruits teachers who become civil servants, provides them
with continuous training; recruit and train inspectors,
responsible for quality control of the education system; is the
main funding body of the public education system. Education
in France is compulsory between the ages of 6 (the beginning
of elementary education) and 16 (European Commission,
2022).

3. Educational policy principles

Romania. The principles that govern Romanian education
are: the principle of equity (learning without discrimination),
the principle of quality, the principle of relevance, the
principle of efficiency, the principle of decentralization (the
main decisions are taken by the people directly involved in
the process), the principle of public responsibility, the
principle of guarantee cultural identity, the principle of
assumption, the principle of recognizing and guaranteeing
personal rights belonging to national minorities, the principle
of ensuring equal opportunities, the principle of university
autonomy, the principle of academic freedom, the principle
of transparency, the principle of freedom of thought and
independence from ideologies, the principle of social
inclusion, the principle of centering education on its
beneficiaries, the principle of parental participation and
responsibility, the principle of promoting health education,
the principle of organizing religious education, the principle
of basing decisions on dialogue and consultation, the
principle of respecting the right to opinion (National
Education Law, 2011/2022, art. 3).

France: The principle of equality of equal opportunities
through the fight against social inequality (Education Code,
2023, art. L111); the principle of non-discrimination by
ensuring inclusive education, through the social mix of the
public educated in educational institutions; (Education Code,
2023, Art. L111); the principle of freedom of choice through
the decision to continue studies after the compulsory period
as well as through the case of people with severe hearing
impairments who have the right to choose between bilingual

communication, sign language and communication in
French. (Education Code, 2023, art. 112).

4. Educational purposes

Vocational education and training within Romanian

education has as its main purpose the formation of
competences, understood as a multifunctional and
transferable set of knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary
for personal fulfillment and development, social integration
and civic participation, employment, participation in the
functioning a sustainable economy, the formation of a value-
based conception of life, education in the spirit of dignity and
respect for human rights, the cultivation of sensitivity
towards human issues and moral-civic values (National
Education Law, 2011/2022, art. 4).

The aims of the schooling levels within the French system
aim to "provide basic knowledge and elements of a general
culture, including scientific and technical data, to prepare for
a qualification and contribute to its improvement and
adaptation during working life". (Education Code, 2023, Art.
L111).

According to the National Education Law, the ideal of the
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Romanian school assumes: "the free, integral and
harmonious development of human individuality, the
formation of autonomous personality, the assumption of a
system of values that are necessary for fulfillment and
personal development, for the development of the
entrepreneurial spirit, for active citizen participation in
society, for social inclusion and employment on the labor
market" (National Education Law, 2011, art. 2).

The educational ideals of the French system are: "permission
to acquire a new skill", "preparation for professional life and
for the exercise of responsibilities as a man, woman or
citizen", "continuous training", "self-education”; (Education
Code, 2023).

5. School education and quality of life

School education has a primary place in the development of
society and its quality is an important factor. Thus,
increasingly advanced tools for estimating the quality of
learning have been developed, the Program for International
Student Assessment (PISA) being one of them. Romania and
France are participating in the PISA program (an
international comparative study to measure the skills of 15-
year-old students in which countries around the world can
participate) (OECD, 2010). Among the results obtained by
these two states in recent years, the following aspects can be
mentioned:

Romania — in the year 2000 it occupied the 34th place out of
42; in the year 2006 it occupied the 47th place out of 57
participating countries; in the year 2009 it occupied the 49th
place out of 65 participating countries; in the year 2012 it
occupied the 45th place out of 65 countries participating
countries; in the year 2015 it ranked 48th out of 72
participating countries; in the year 2018 it ranked 47th out of
79 participating countries (Balazsi, 1., Ostorics, L., Szalay,
B., 2008; OECD, 2010; Pantazi, R., 2013; Pantazi, R., 2016;
Ofiteru, A., 2019)

France - in the year 2000 it occupied the 14th place out of
42 participating countries; in the year 2006 it occupied the
25th place out of 57 participating countries; in the year 2009
it occupied the 22nd place out of 65 participating countries;
in the year 2012 it occupied 23rd place out of 65
participating countries; in 2015 it occupied 27th place out of
72 participating countries; in 2018 it occupied 18th place out
of 79 countries (Balazsi, I., Ostorics, L., Szalay, B., 2008;
OECD, 2010; Pantazi, R., 2013; Pantazi, R., 2016; Ofiteru,
A., 2019).

According to an article written by Vasile, M., Musca, M.,
Angi, D., Badescu, G. (2020) a possible reason why
Romania is in last place in the world ranking would be the
alarming difference between the social environments of
origin of the students. Several important indicators were
analyzed: the results of the National Assessment, the passing
rate of the Baccalaureate exam, the participation rate of the
Baccalaureate exam, school dropout, the early school leaving
rate, the existing school network. Following the analysis of
the indicators mentioned above, it was found that: in the rural
environment less than 65% of the students from the rural
environment managed to obtain an average above 5, while in
the urban environment more than 86% of the students pass
this threshold; over half of the students in the urban
environment have averages lower than grade 6, while in the
urban environment only a quarter of the students are in this
situation; in rural areas only 17.5% have averages higher
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than grade 8, while in urban areas a quarter of students obtain
averages above grade 9 and almost half having averages
above 8; in the rural environment the pass rate of the
Baccalaureate exam is below 42%, while in the urban
environment the pass rate exceeds 70%; the school dropout
rate is almost double in the rural environment compared to
the urban one; early school leaving is six times higher in
rural than urban areas.

6. The costs invested in education

Analyzing the costs that the two countries invest in
education, in a study entitled "Costs of insufficient
investment in education in Romania" (2014) carried out by
UNICEF, it was found according to Eurostat (in 2013) that
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per per capita did not
exceed 54% of the average recorded at the level of the
European Union, Romania spending only 4.1% GDP on
education compared to the average of 4.7% recorded in
Eastern Europe and the EU average of 5.4%, thus being the
second poorest member state of the EU.

As for France, according to an article titled "How much do
European countries spend on education?" carried out by
Archip, A. in the year 2021, it was found according to
Eurostat that France allocates a percentage of 5.3% GDP to
education.

7. Conclusions

Contemporary education represents, for all European states, a
very sensitive and extremely significant segment in relation
to the social-political system as a whole and to the whole
society. The fact that the European Union considers this field
as a national priority proves that this aspect is an objective
necessity. Today's society cannot function in good conditions
without a well-developed education system. A competitive
educational system is the one capable of developing the
human resource through its contribution to the promotion of
skills, creativity, intelligence, discernment, initiative,
originality. In the end, taking some models and examples of
good practice from the French educational system and
multiplying them in the Romanian educational system can be
a beneficial connecting element for compatibility and
harmonization with international trends in this vital field of
education. France has implemented programs that have
helped improve the literacy skills of students and parents.
They have made a major contribution to increasing the
quality of the teaching-learning process and improving
student results.

In conclusion, the analysis shows that the two states have a
well-developed educational system and that the interest in
maintaining it is a priority for each of them. The difference
between them is given by the fact that schooling in the
French system is at a much more developed level (having a
lower illiteracy rate) compared to the Romanian educational
system whose target is to combat illiteracy, in general, but
also functional illiteracy.
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