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Abstract: National interest is a multidimensional, dynamic and interactive concept confirming the autonomous character of domestic,
international and security policies. The aim of the article is to identify value perspectives for strengthening security policy in domestic and
foreign policy using the example of the issue of Slovak national interest. The article consists of three parts: the introductory part reflects the
theoretical frameworks of approaches to national interest, in the analytical part the current dilemmas of Slovak national interest are
configured in the mutual extrapolation of the traditional and new dilemmas of state authority, the conclusion synthesizes the current

challenges for an effective security strategy.
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1.Introduction

Slovakia is a free, sovereign and democratic state and
our foreign policy is primarily aimed at defending the interests of its
citizens. With this goal, we want to deepen good neighborly
relations, maintain friendly relations with members of the
international community and act as a reliable and responsible
partner on the European and global stage". The above quote is part
of the document of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of
the Slovak Republic from 2020 entitled: Foreign and European
Policy of the Slovak Republic in 2020, part Value and Strategic
Compass of Slovakia. Through this document, Slovakia signed up
to the Strategic Compass of the European Union (A Strategic
Compass for the EU), which was submitted by the High
Representative of the European Union (EU) for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. This four-pillar document of the European Council,
to which the Slovak Republic signed up, was focused on the
direction of the EU in the field of defense and security. This part of
the document can be an exemplary and transparent demonstration of
what can and should be reflected in the national interest of Slovakia
as an EU member state and what this interest must respond to.

Incorporation into such a space of common
intersections and interactions through projections and acceptances
of national and common interest became possible for the Slovak
Republic from the beginning of May 2004. This step marked a
significant milestone for the Slovak Republic, especially with
regard to its geopolitical potential. For example, P. Drulak (Druldk
2010) points out the importance of the international context for the
Central European country, and although this author has the Czech
Republic in mind, it can be stated that such a rule can be applied to
any country in this geopolitical space in the context of broader
European political dimensions. "While in the case of decisive
powers, internal change often leads to international changes and
international changes may not be too reflected internally, in the case
of small states it is often the opposite.” Therefore - in the context of
the issue of Slovakia's national interest, membership in the EU in
parallel with membership in other international organizations, see
NATO, OSCE, etc., this interest represents a variable that is
transformed and which persists through entry into processes.
Another author - O. Krej¢i, claims that the national interest
represents: "A set of requirements, the fulfillment of which
conditions the preservation of the sovereignty of the state, its
territorial integrity and its population. As a rule, it is associated with
the idea of maximizing security or power and increasing national
wealth." (Krej¢i 2014) However, if we take into account the
conceptual understanding of national interest within the framework
of Slovak membership in the EU, the Slovak Republic, like every
member state, represents the most important actor in the European
political system. On this basis, it has the possibility of shaping its
foreign policy. Slovakia therefore has the potential, as well as the
need and obligation, to identify, formulate and promote its national
interest within the EU, focusing on key areas such as economic
stability, energy security, cohesion policy and the protection of
cultural identity. National interest therefore needs to be perceived as
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a multidimensional, but above all dynamic concept that includes
political, economic, security and cultural priorities.

The current state of the issue of national interest can be
viewed from several levels. The first theoretical approach is
generally categorized as traditional or conservative (positivist or
rational), which is represented by the realist paradigm within the
theory of international relations. From the perspective of the theory
of realism in international relations, each state has the attribute of a
rationally acting actor, which defines its goal from a position of
power, whether in the form of national or state interest: raison d'Etat
or national interest. (Druldk 2010). The rational definition of the
interests of the state reflects the needs that are determined in their
formative process within space and time: "knowledge, historical
experience, relations with neighbors, relations with the most
important centers of power." (Krej¢i 2014, p. 293) From the
perspective of classical realism, specifically one of the main
representatives of this theory - H. Morgenthau and his Six
Principles of Realism, national interest is therefore: a dynamic
concept changing its nature and scope, conceived from the
perspective of the power potential of an individual state, which
determines the behavior of states, in such a way that it is secured
precisely through this power. (Morgenthau, 1948 - pp. 4-15) It is
this aspect that emphasizes the autonomous character of
international politics. States always try to secure the goals of their
interests, which are always defined in terms of power. National
interest understood in this way - as an objectively existing
phenomenon, the basic attribute of which is the maximum of
rationality, advocates the achievement and use of material factors
that are to secure the state's political goals and status within the
anarchic arrangement of international relations. National interest is
therefore often presented as the main explanation and justification
for why specific foreign policy concepts of the state arise and are
applied. State interest is a form of interaction, it represents: ,, ... the
connection of objective reality in the state and the international
environment with the subject of foreign policy — statesmen,
politicians, the public. (Krej¢i 2014, p. 293)

As a second, alternative - approach to the rationalist
paradigm and its concept of national interest, it is possible to
present the theory of social constructivism in international relations.
Many authors consider this theory to be an intersection of
rationalist-positivist and reflectivist theories. (Although in this case
it is possible and also necessary to agree with the authors T.
Christiansen and K. E. Jorgensen, who in their article The social
construction of Europe (Christiansen et al. 1999) claim that for the
investigation and explanation of the European integration process, a
substantive theory, e.g. neofunctionalism, is significantly more
suitable than a substantive theory.) The basic ontological apparatus
of this theory is based not only on ideological phenomena, the
formative elements of this theory, but also on material factors. As J.
G. Ruggie notes: "Constructivists hold the view that the building
blocks of international reality are both ideological and material; that
ideological factors have normative and instrumental dimensions;
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that they express not only individual but also collective
intentionality; and that the meaning and significance of ideological
factors are not independent of time and place.” (Ruggie 1998, p. 33)
However, these and other ontological as well as epistemic units can
— in our opinion — also be applied to the study of a social
phenomenon, which is the national or collective interest of a single
member state or the entire EU. In this case, we claim to conceive
and present national interest as an intersubjective (created and
perceived within the participating actors) construct.

From an ontological point of view, it is also possible to
rely, for example, on social interactionism, which is developed by
the authors P. L. Berger and T. Luckmann. These authors, in their
work The Social Construction of Reality (1966), present the view
that reality is socially constructed through everyday interactions
between individuals. Their theory of social constructivism is based
on social interactionism, which means that social phenomena (e.g.
norms, values, culture) arise and are maintained within the
framework of mutual communication and interaction. Social
interactionism examines how individuals and groups create
meanings and construct social reality. National interest can
therefore be defined as a certain corpus and intersection of values,
priorities, and goals from the pen of the political elites of the state,
whose intention is the preservation, but mainly the developmental
shift of the state. It is therefore also possible to describe it as the
result of the interaction of citizens, politicians and institutions,
where specific key aspects of state policy are legitimized, such as:
security, economic, cultural and technological development. It is
also possible to claim - according to P. L. Berger and T. Luckmann
(1999), that the national interest is the product of the objectification
of facts resulting from historical processes. The national interest is
thus the result of a dynamic process, while it is itself a dynamic,
interactive friction surface of divergent and convergent narratives
and meanings, conflicts of opinion and consensus, and the
redefinition of cultural practices, social communication, new
knowledge and qualitative educational outcomes. It is therefore a
category that is the result of the above-mentioned social processes,
the dependency of actors, reformulated on the basis of the needs of
the state, citizens and elites depending on historical and political
developments.

2. Slovak national interest: mutual connectivity and
extrapolation of traditional patterns in political thinking

If we focus on understanding the state as a basic
organizational unit, where the government manages relations
between people, the state is not able to respond adequately to
important changes. The functioning and credibility of state
institutions are weakening and even disappearing, and therefore the
crisis of trust as one of the main conflicts of our society is an
evident paradox for the majority of citizens in Slovakia demanding,
in the words of A. Giddens, “the democratization of democracy”
(A. Giddens, 2010), with the dilemma between -culture in
democracy and democratic culture. The individual is subject to an
internal dilemma that crystallizes action just like the government.
Authority, power and loyalty are those aspects of the state that
establish legitimate power. Such power can be granted, transferred,
taken away, ignored, or opposed. According to Scruton, belief in
legitimacy is part of the general political consciousness. (R.
Scruton, 199For every concept of national interest, pluralism
represents a theoretical and practical political challenge. Theoretical
— in the need for an analytical dimension of modern society,
practical — in the need to design such an arrangement of society that
does not disrupt social life in coping with pluralism. There are
several areas of social life where there is a need and desirability of a
certain specific type of neutrality/impartiality and one can observe
an uncontroversial acceptance of the desirability of neutrality
(judicial for achieving a fair verdict, in education the principle of
objectivity in evaluation, in healthcare the most distant from the
meaning of political neutrality specified as not being subject to
influences, e.g. emotional in making the right decision in treatment,
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neutrality in the field of sports, where the fairness of the athlete and
the qualifications of a good referee are decisive). One of the basic
definitions of neutrality is that the government should not base its
decisions on any of the controversial concepts of good, or the state
should not condition or punish specific concepts of the good life,
but rather should provide a neutral framework in which different
and potential concepts of the good can be followed. (J. Sust, 2010)

Politicians can agree, regardless of their political
affiliation, much more easily and quickly than social consensus on
key issues or a common position of political parties advances. The
EU is a union of nations, nation-states. Unfortunately, the Slovak
discourse in political thinking, along with state identity, has also
preserved negative stereotypes, Euroscepticism, although in the
constellations of EU political integration "it is precisely the Euro-
citizen potential that is the most demonstrable sign of the readiness
of individual state-political societies for the stage of their pan-
European integration." (M. Gbuarova, 2002, p. 142) Also T. Pichler,
when considering the starting points of Slovak political thought and
the history of political trends: considers Slovak political thought
starting as nation-building and not originally political, as ethnically
enthusiastic. (T. Pichler, 1997) Despite this, the unfinished battle
for the character of the state and the division of Slovak society
continues, political culture has undergone a difficult transformation.
R. Chmel described the domestic discourse as even more rigid,
rhapsodic, which has little to build on, because the traditions of
Slovak left-wing, but also conservative thinking are rather weak
than rich, rather unprogressive than the opposite, rather communist
and people's rather than social democratic and authentically
conservative. ( R. Chmel, 2004, 2010) This genetic deficit does not
make either politicians or their voters resign themselves to values.
Slovakia is currently experiencing a new experience. In the words
of I. Radicova, an imaginary thick line behind the coalitions. The
dividing line is formed by mass political nominations, disrespect for
the resolution of the Constitutional Court, the abolition of
everything that made Slovakia the "tiger of Europe" - tax and
pension reform, transparency, a pro-business environment, a
flexible labor market and a high unemployment rate. (I. Radicova,
2013)

The question for the present is directed towards the very
existence of a pluralistic society: to what extent is its existence a
real reality? In a pluralistic society, cultural beliefs and practices are
equally valuable and they should have the opportunity to live life
according to their own beliefs. Arguments for a pluralistic society
arise from historical, religious, philosophical arguments. Taking
into account common conclusions, it can be concluded that a
heterogeneous society, in contrast to a homogeneously organized
central value, or The set of values is pluralistic, where people live
according to different concepts of contemporary life and where
conflicts between the value preferences of institutions and
individuals, as in the case of a homogeneous society, cannot claim
unconditional victory. F. Novosad solves the problem of moral
conflict by postulating the state. We need an independent guarantor,
a judge, who will decide disputes according to long-term public
rules: From this perspective, law can eliminate moral fanaticism
from the game, limit its sphere of application, and the enforceability
of law will be powerfully guaranteed by the state. (F. Novosad,
2010) According to these starting points, we do not postulate the
rule of law because moral conflict has no solution, but in
accordance with Locke's liberal postulate, because without the state,
justice would get the short end of the stick.

3. Value constellations of the Slovak national interest

Political authority in modern society sometimes chooses a
different form of self-presentation (guardian of shared values),
which helps its survival. (M. Kuna, 2010) However, modern politics
does not only face the problem of providing sufficiently good
reasons for its members, it also faces the problem when the social
structures of each individual area are governed by different norms
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and incompatible attitudes. Even in the case when the state fails,
intellectual elites usually step in, pointing out the problem and
proposing a solution. It might seem that they are not in Slovakia.
Political elites in the Central European space have always been
weak and decimated by the communist period. New elites
participated not only in the emergence of democracy, capitalism,
but also in integration into Europe. A direct reaction to this
orientation is the new populism. The current political trap of
populists lies in the fact that despite the alternation of right-left
political orientation and elite, post-totalitarian countries have
generally been transformed in the same direction. Many
commentators perceive the outcome of corruption, cynicism and
devaluation of values as a consequence of the “non-violent
transition to a new system, for which the communists were given
impunity”. (K. Hvizd’ala, 2009, p. 98) The onset of the rejection of
liberal politics, the anti-Hungarian and anti-Roma card, left-wing
populism and the monotony of the ruling elite does not call into
question the alternating response in the form of the increase in
radicalism and extremism, which has its balanced opponent: the
unequivocal rejection of anti-democratic politics, which disqualifies
civic and democratic principles. In this situation, it sends clear
signals for the mobilization of civil society and self-awareness of its
own identity.

Slovak politics and Slovak political thinking should seek a
much deeper anchoring in tradition. According to F. Novosad, “all
strategies are bound to tradition: Slovak politics should seek a
deeper anchoring, namely through a more thorough knowledge of
its own past and a more effective evaluation of the experiences of
other nations and states, especially those in our vicinity”. (Novosad,
2010, p. 24) However, tradition continues to be problematic for
Slovak politics and culture. We do not live in isolated marginal
communities. If it is true that practically rational beings should live
politically and cultivate the politics of a wider community, then it is
necessary to evaluate, criticize and reform our political institutions
and customs in such a way as to make our politics better,
exemplifying consistent subsidiarity in state politics. According to
S. Abraham, within the EU, or as is often contradicted through
national interest and foreign policy strategy to all corners of the
world, and beyond: it is necessary to think, however, that the
democratic structure can gradually become an empty shell, only on
paper, and the content can be given by raw human instincts, and not
by ethical norms and the rule of law. ( S. Abraham, 2012) Authority
cannot be forced, it can only be obtained. The moral obligation in
authority is, from the point of view of adopting a consensual
pluralistic form of politics, a space for political articulation and
negotiation, and is currently subject to open permanent discussion
in Slovak political thinking, also in relation to the authority of the
state. However, a positive change in thinking must lead to
identification with authenticity, because our space cannot be formed
only according to tradition, but according to optimal conditions.

Conclusion
The issue of examining the creation, implementation and influence
of the national interest of the Slovak Republic in the context of its
membership in the European Union represents a wider range of
possibilities for approaching the phenomenon in question. It is
therefore important to grasp the concept itself, taking into account
the specification of goals from the empirical and theoretical
definition, in the relationship between a member state and a group
of states. National interest is generally defined by authors J.
Lasicova and J. Usiak as: "the state's response to needs, the
fulfillment of which is necessary for the state to survive: the state
shapes its national interests in several historical forms (dynamic
interest, raison d'Etat, national interest); national interest is therefore
a set of goals that can be primary and secondary goals, permanent
and specific goals, identity and complementary goals, the
formulation of national interests, their protection is usually part of
every security strategy/doctrine." (Lasicova J. and Usiak J. 2012)
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The possibility of entry and the successful completion of the
integration stage in the form of permanent membership of the
Slovak Republic in the form of a political, economic and — last but
not least — security grouping in the European Union, expanded the
grouping itself, as well as the new member state, a common
interactive space.

Slovakia currently faces several key security challenges
that affect its national interest. In addition to hybrid threats and
disinformation campaigns, the long-term developing cooperation
with partners in addressing migration is also strengthened in
connection with instability in the immediate vicinity of Slovakia.
Geopolitical changes and security challenges in Europe determine
the issue of national interest, ensuring resilience and protection of
key sectors, such as energy, transport, communications and
healthcare. Effective resolution of these challenges requires a
comprehensive approach, international cooperation and coordinated
efforts of all relevant actors. Within the framework of internal
security challenges, in the context of the current political
constellation in the world and Europe, there is a deepening the issue
of citizens' trust in institutions and the rule of law. The polarization
of society has become not only a political problem, but mainly a
security risk with precedents that are also current security
challenges for the Slovak environment. The current Slovak national
interest is a complex topic. Despite external circumstances,
however, internal stability and the Slovak national interest need to
focus o the connection and application of multiple approaches in
policymaking in strengthening the national interest, an active pro-
European foreign policy and, last but not least, the solidarity of
citizens and their educational potential as the strongest argument for
solving the current dilemma of a secure pluralistic and democratic

society.
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