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Abstract: The subject of research of this article is the review of passenger transport by all types of traffic on the territory of Montenegro in 

the past few years. The number of passengers transported by rail was accompanied by a constant increase in transported passen gers from 

2013 to 2016. After that, we have a drop in the number of passengers transported by rail in 2017. The number of passengers transported by 
road in Montenegro is constantly increasing from year to year. There has been a constant increase in the number of passengers  transported 

at Montenegrin airports. As passenger transport is a very important activity of every country, in the last few years the state of Montenegro 
has been working on improving the transport infrastructure and the process of passenger transport. 
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1. Introduction

Traffic is an organized movement of transport units on a 
common network and it is a consequence of applied technologies 

and the need for transportation (transport). Traffic is an independent 
economic activity that deals with the transfer of material goods, 

people and news from one place to another, with the aim of 
enabling the movement of goods and meeting social needs in 

transport. Traffic aims to enable the realization of the social use 

value of goods, to enable the process of social reproduction. 

According to the mode of transport and means of transport by 
road, it is possible to distinguish: road traffic, rail traffic, water 

traffic, air traffic, and telecommunication traffic.  

As far as road traffic is concerned, it can be said that in the 
modern period it has managed to secure a leading position in 

meeting the transport needs of both goods and especially 

passengers. [1] 

2. Traffic policy in the European Union

As early as 1992, the European Commission approved the 
common transport policy contained in the White Paper. Based on 

the experience from traffic planning based on demand (unbalanced 
development by traffic branches, etc.), and taking into account the 

planning at the system level, the objectives are applied [1]: 

1. Forming a trans-European network

2. Fair pricing in traffic

3. Environmental protection

4. Traffic safety

5. Social responsibility

6. Strengthening the internal market

7. Strengthening the external dimension of the single market.

The presented common transport policy of the EU serves to 
shape the transport system of both the EU and the candidate 

countries for EU membership, and thus Montenegro. 

3. Passenger transport

Passenger transport performs passenger transport. In passenger 
transport, passengers require comfort, safety, regularity, accuracy, 

frequency, speed and economy. Passenger vehicles can be intended 

for urban, interurban and tourist transport. The technical and 
operational characteristics of the vehicle for each of these purposes 

differ significantly. Passenger transport is carried out in accordance 
with international and domestic legal norms. It can be: public, for 

own needs, domestic, international, transit, border, bilateral, line 
and free. Passenger transport is done individually and collectively, 

and the purposes of travel in all areas of travel can be very different. 

4. Status and characteristics of passenger transport

in Montenegro 

Passenger traffic in Montenegro is realized through 4 types of 

transport (rail, road, water and air). The traffic infrastructure and the 

development of traffic in general in Montenegro are bad. 
Montenegro lags behind the countries of the region, but especially 

behind the EU countries. This situation is the result of insufficient 
efficiency and investments in traffic and traffic infrastructure. The 

results in this chapter are presented based on statistical reports [2-
8]. 

4.1 Railway traffic 

The actual length of the railway in Montenegro is 250 km. The 
entire line is single-track with a single-phase power supply system 

of 25 KV, 50 Hz. The statistical survey was conducted in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) no. 91/2003 and No. 2018/643.  

Passenger traffic (in thousands), as well as passenger kilometers (in 
thousands) in railway traffic in Montenegro for the period from 

2013 to 2019, are shown in Table 1, and the graph in Figure 1.  

Table 1: Passenger traffic and passenger kilometers in railway traffic in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019. 

Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Passenger transport in the thousands 922 1122 1236 1284 927 992 986 

Passenger kilometers in the thousands 73439 76142 80590 83897 59864 66755 66485 
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Fig. 1 Passengers transported by rail in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019. 

 

Figure 1 and Table 1 clearly show that in the period from 2013 to 

2016 we have an increase in transported passengers. In 2017, we 
have a large decline in passenger transport (27.8%). The reason for 

the relatively large decline is that from 2013 to 2016 there were 

promotional tickets for a large number of routes in passenger 
railway traffic in Montenegro. In 2018, there was an increase in 

transported passengers compared to the previous year. If the number 
of transported passengers in Montenegro for the period from 2013 

to 2019 were compared with the number of transported passengers 
to the EU for the same period [8], oscillations in the number of 

transported passengers in some EU countries would be noticed. 

According to the data from [8], for the period from 2013 to 2018, 
there was a constant increase in the number of passengers 

transported by rail in the following EU countries: the Czech 
Republic, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Spain, Italy, Austria, Portugal 

and Slovakia. A constant decline in the number of passengers 
transported by rail for the period from 2013 to 2018, was recorded 

in Denmark. In other EU countries, smaller oscillations were 
recorded in the number of transported passengers for this period. It 

should be noted that data for Belgium, Cyprus, Malta, the 

Netherlands and Hungary are not available in the source [8].  
 

 

4.2 Road traffic 

The length of roads in Montenegro changed from year to year 

for the observed period from 2013-2019. An overview of road 

length depending on the type is shown in Table 2 and the number of 
registered and first registered road motor vehicles and trailers is 

shown in Table 3.From Table 2 it can be seen that in Montenegro 
for the period from 2013-2019 we have a constant increase in road 

length.  

The most dominant type of road is the modern road (asphalt), 
which also records an increase in length from year to year for the 

observed period from 2013 to 2019. The number of registered 

vehicles also records a constant increase in Montenegro from year 
to year for the period from 2014-2019, which can be seen from 

Table 3.The number of transported passengers (in thousands) and 
the number of passenger kilometers of vehicles (in thousands) in 

road traffic in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019 are 
shown in Table 4 and Figure 2. From Table 4 and Figure 2 it is clear 

that we have a constant increase in passengers transported by road 
in the observed period. 

 

Table 2: Road lengths depending on the species in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019

 Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Modern road (asphalt) 5 576 5 776 6 136 6147 6274 6296 6333 

Gravel road 1 505 1 483 1673 1664 1654 1744 1839 
Dirt uncategorized roads 884 886 805 814 822 998 1077 

Total 7 965 8 145 8614 8625 8750 9038 9249 
 

 

Table 3: Number of registered and first registered road motor vehicles and trailers in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019

 Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Number of registered vehicles 203266 196059 198772 209098 219378 235385 249301 

Number first registered vehicles 14654 15233 16283 18897 21878 25099 23687 
 
 

Table 4: Passenger traffic and passenger kilometers in road traffic in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019

 Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Transported passengers in the thousands 6220 6889 6987 7544 7575 7618 7680 
Passenger kilometers in thousands 108802 107537 109621 113798 114196 115333 114223 
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Fig. 2 Passengers transported by road in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019 

 

4.3 Maritime traffic 

As far as maritime traffic is concerned, only data for the period 
from 2013 to 2016 are available, because Monstat has not been 

collecting this data since 2016. [8] 

Montenegro does not have a developed internal maritime traffic, but 
the data refer only to international maritime traffic. Maritime 

transport is the most underrepresented type of passenger transport in 
Montenegro. There are two large passenger ports in Bar and Kotor. 

For this period, the transport of passengers by sea is shown in Table 

5. 

Table 5: Passengers transported by sea in Montenegro for the period from 

2013-2016 

 Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 

Transported passengers 43097 42489 39198 35925 

 

It can be clearly seen from Table 5 that the number of transported 

passengers decreases from year to year for the observed period. 

 

4.4 Air traffic 

The statistical survey was conducted in accordance with Regulation 
(EC) no. 437/2003 and from 2016 No. 437/200. [2-8]  

There are only two airports in Montenegro where passengers are 

transported, in Podgorica and Tivat. The transport of passengers by 
air in Montenegro is characteristic for that reason because only 

international traffic is realized. Table 6 and Figure 3 show the 

number of passengers transported by air in Montenegro for the 
period from 2013 to 2019. 

 

 

 

Table 5: Passengers transported by sea in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2016

 Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Passengers carried 1 558 940 1 612 130 1 643 905 1 855 837 2 184 859 2 454 524 2 652 801 
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Fig. 3 Passengers transported by plain  in Montenegro for the period from 2013-2019 
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5. Conclusion 

The characteristic of passenger transport in Montenegro is that road 

and rail transport is used for domestic and international passenger 

transport. Air and sea transport is used exclusively for international 
passenger transport. The presented data on the number of 

transported passengers in railway traffic for the observed period 
show that the number of transported passengers increased from 

2013 to 2016, and then fell sharply in 2017. In 2018 and 2019, there 
was a slight increase compared to 2017. Regarding road traffic, in 

the period from 2013 to 2019, there was a constant increase in 

transported passengers. Also, a constant increase in passengers at 
the airports of Montenegro was recorded in the entire observed 

period (2013-2019). The reason for this increase in the number of 
passengers at airports is the great growth of Montenegro as an 

attractive tourist destination. As far as maritime traffic is concerned, 
there is no data on transported passengers in the last few years, so 

the analysis of passenger transport by this type of traffic would not 
be correct. Data on the number of transported passengers by 

different types of traffic are necessary due to the development of the 

traffic planning strategy, but also the forecasting of the direction of 
passenger traffic in the country itself. Passenger transport is a very 

important activity of every country and it is necessary for each 
country to work on improving passenger transport. 
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